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NAILA ART GALLERY

Naila Art Gallery has established a role in promoting
art and engaging a wide audience. The gallery was set
up to be a platform of support for not only the local
creative scene but all of art and culture, and to
establish a link between the local audience and the
international art scene. The gallery is a foundational
centre for art appreciation. It offers a changing and
active exhibition program with a calendar of events
including workshops, art talks, and numerous outreach
activities. Gallery Naila has an active exhibition
program and exhibits a wide range of works and
mediums, from paintings to sculptures to heritage

pieces.
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Introduction

Al-Mareyah 2: The Integration of the Four

Al-Mareyah ; means a symbol or a sign in the culture of the Arabian Peninsula. In this year's
edition, the exhibition focuses on integrating the four elements; air, water, fire, and earth. On
which the lives of the inhabitants of Arabia were based. As a result of deep contemplation, the
four artists present untold stories in the daily life of Arabia around moments of integrating
these elements.

Prepared by: Dr. Eiman Elgibreen
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Enlightenment

In an endless desert, a person stands shrouded in silence. Looking forward to the
unknown. Heaps of sand extend ahead as if this person is suspended in the darkness
between heaven and earth. Then, a moment of epiphany, realizing the eternal absence
of life in which the wind leaves a mark on the land's face. In this group of works, the
artist invites the viewer to a deep contemplation experience. A chance to observe a
human dwindling in front of the Creator's greatness, the universe's infinity, and the
mystery of life and death simultaneously... It is an intense experience aimed at
soothing the pain of one's loss on earth and giving one some of the warmth or love that

one lacks in material civilization at a moment when the air integrates with the land to
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Hassan Meer

Hassan Meer was born in Muscat. He received his Master’s degree in Art with Media Art
specialization in 1999 from Savannah College of art and design, Georgia, USA. During his study,
he started using video and installation art as a new form to express his ideas, which have been
inspired by personal experience and childhood memories with an impressionable sense of
spirituality. He exhibited his work in many significant exhibitions such as the National Omani
Pavilion in Venice Biennale 2022, and many of his work was acquired by several public and

private collectors in Oman and around the world.
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Haven

One lives his life panting in his pursuit, following others so as not to miss the trail. Searching
in all directions for things he once thought were his longed-for loss in which he would find
his happiness. Then, finally, the train of life arrives at the station, where one is forced to step
down and evaluate the past journey. Only then one realizes that he needs a "haven"... a true
sanctuary to which the soul longs and ascends to the sky.

In "Haven," Al-Jassem expresses that endless quest to reach tranquillity and to get rid of the
torments of life that exhausted the body and burdened the soul... the sufferings of crossroads,
and all the wrong and right choices as well when we find ourselves obligated to justify them

to others constantly..
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Zaman Al-Jasim

He was born in Al-Khobar, eastern Saudi Arabia, and studied at the Institute of Art
Education in Riyadh. He began his professional career as a full-time artist, in addition to his
previous work as president of the Fine Arts Society in Qatif, as a rapporteur for plastic arts
at the Culture and Arts Association in Dammam, and as an art advisor. Al-Jassim was
known for his renewed artistic experience, as he presented abstract paintings and
installations in addition to his Arabic calligraphy work. He earned several essential art
awards, participated in many local and foreign exhibitions, and held more than 13 personal

exhibitions in many cities worldwide.
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Beauty of Fire

In a small town... A beauty called Hasnaa was forced to redress her torrows by reviving people's joys. So
she sings and pulls her veil tightly until it covers her eyebrows as if to cover her sense of shame with it.
And despite her innocence and the audience's purity, she struggles with guilt about a sinful profession as
she sees the embers heat the air and dance under the drums; she summons the heat of hell... But the heat
of poverty and deprivation in this world also burns her. It pushes her to work in a profession that she is
ashamed of. In the "Beauty of Fire" project, the artist Fatima Al-Nimr archives the memoirs of famous
artists in the city of Qatif from a different angle. She presents to the viewer their inner struggle due to
their religious and social convictions by documenting their images with rough sketches to convey her

first impressions when she saw them for the first time.
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Fatima Al-Nimr

Fatima AI-Nimr was born in Qatif, in the Eastern Province, and began her creative
journey as a jewellery designer before shifting entirely to working as a visual artist. Her
stylistic experience ranges from figurative oils, acrylics, and collages to textiles,
printmaking, and installation works. Al-Nimr was known for focusing on topics inspired
by social folklore while celebrating women as the main subject of her work. She
organized several successful personal exhibitions and participated in many exhibitions

held in notable centres and museums worldwide.
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Life after Life

In today's crowded and luxurious life, Al-Saleem returns to the starting point to
contemplate the unlimited forms of life that the interaction of the elements of water and
soil can produce. Mud, which forms from mixing water and soil, witnessed many
beginnings: The beginning of man's creation and the beginning of the eternal battle
between good and evil. However, it also saw the end of many lives. When the water dries
in the soil, seeds die and die with it all means of life. Therefore, in her new art project,
Al-Saleem decided to contemplate the life journey of traditional mud and its
transformations. She presents it as a living element and a silent witness to many other

lives around it.
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Najla Al-Saleem

Najla Al-Saleem was born in Riyadh and received her early art training from her late
father, artist Muhammad Al-Saleem. She obtained a Bachelor's degree in Chemistry, then
studied Fine Arts at the University of Michigan, USA, from which she graduated in 1994.
She worked as an art teacher since 1995 AD, then as an art education supervisor from 2000
AD, and in 2005 AD, she decided to get early retirement and become a full-time artist.
During her career, she held three personal exhibitions in Riyadh and one in Dubai. She also

participated in many group exhibitions inside and outside the Kingdom.
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